
















13. Other relevant information and comments bearing upon the public interest in 
the annexation. 

This annexation is contiguous to the City of Eau Claire and a logical extension of compact 
development fronting along Interstate I-94. The location is immediately adjacent to multi-
family development in the City. Extension of City water and sewer are available and 
planned to continue west. Future Lorch Avenue right-of-way and bike path extensions to 
the west have been reserved on recorded certificate of survey maps. The City is able to 
serve this site with City services very effectively, and therefore the private property owner’s 
annexation desire for urban development is a sound request. The property is within the 
City’s urban Sewer Service Area boundary. 

The Department advisory review is based upon the statutory definition of “public interest” 
s. 66.0217(6), Wis. Stats. That definition includes two factors: 1. “Whether the 
governmental services, including zoning, to be supplied to the territory could clearly be 
better supplied by the town…” and 2. the “shape of the proposed annexation and 
homogeneity of the territory with the annexing… city”. s. 66.0217(6)(c), Wis. Stats. 

In this case the town offers limited local governmental services, no law enforcement, no 
proximate park, trail, sidewalk network, or comparable pedestrian system, and no public 
water or sanitary sewer services. The property is immediately adjoining the City which 
offers all of these municipal services along with a full time fire and paramedic service. 
Zoning and anticipated use of this private property unanimously petitioned by the owner to 
exercise property rights within the City of Eau Claire is consistent with the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan, a joint planning agreement entered into by the City and Town that 
“anticipates” land within the Sewer Service Area to annex and obtain municipal services, 
and it is likely to provide the diverse, inclusive housing and job growth needed in the Eau 
Claire community and in our state. 

Also of note, a petition for incorporation for a part of the Town of Washington was 
dismissed by the court prior to the City’s receipt of the annexation petition (see Eau Claire 
County case number 24CV498). Petitioners in that case filed a notice of withdrawal of the 
petition of incorporation on 2/3/2025, and the court entered dismissal of the petition for 
incorporation on 2/21/2025. Although the City received the petition for annexation on the 
same day as the dismissed petition for incorporation, 2/21/2025, the petition for 
annexation was in fact received by the City after the court had already entered dismissal of 
the petition for incorporation earlier that day. 
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 March 24, 2025  PETITION FILE NO. 14744 
         
 KRISTINA KUZMA, CLERK 

CITY OF EAU CLAIRE 
PO BOX 5148 
EAU CLAIRE, WI 54702-5148 

 JANELLE HENNING, CLERK 
TOWN OF WASHINGTON 
5750 OLD TOWN HALL ROAD 
EAU CLAIRE, WI 54701-8948 

         
 Subject: CHAPUT II ANNEXATION 

 
The proposed annexation submitted to our office on March 04, 2025, has been reviewed and found to be in the 
public interest. In determining whether an annexation is in the public interest, s. 66.0217 (6), Wis. Stats. requires the 
Department to examine "[t]he shape of the proposed annexation and the homogeneity of the territory with the 
annexing village or city…." so as, to ensure the resulting boundaries are rational and compact. The statute also 
requires the Department to consider whether the annexing city or village can provide needed municipal services to 
the territory. The subject petition is for territory that is reasonably shaped and contiguous to the City of Eau Claire, 
which is able to provide needed municipal services. 
 
Notes: 1) The enactment of an ordinance that annexes this territory must occur simultaneously with or after the 
annexation of the adjacent territory to the west (MBR Petition file No. 14743) so that an area of town surrounded by 
the City of Eau Claire (town island) is not created.  2) The City may want to include the portion of Old Town Hall 
Road adjacent to the annexation parcel as part of the annexation to avoid creating a gap in the City’s jurisdiction of 
Old Town Hall Road. 
 
The Department reminds clerks of annexing municipalities of the requirements of s. 66.0217 (9)(a), Wis. Stats., 
which states: 
 
"The clerk of a city or village which has annexed shall file immediately with the secretary of administration a 
certified copy of the ordinance, certificate and plat, and shall send one copy to each company that provides any 
utility service in the area that is annexed. The clerk shall record the ordinance with the register of deeds and file a 
signed copy of the ordinance with the clerk of any affected school district..." 
 
State and federal aids based on population and equalized value may be significantly affected through failure to file 
with the Department of Administration. Please file a copy of your annexing ordinance, including a statement 
certifying the population of the annexed territory. Please include your MBR number 14744 with your ordinance. 
Ordinance filing checklist available at http://mds.wi.gov/, click on "Help on How to Submit Municipal Records". 
Email scanned copy of required materials (color scan maps with color) to mds@wi.gov or mail to: Wisconsin 
Department of Administration, Municipal Boundary Review, PO Box 1645, Madison WI 53701-1645. 
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The petition file is available for viewing at: http://mds.wi.gov/View/Petition?ID=2818 
Please call me at (608) 264-6102, should you have any questions concerning this annexation review. 

         
 Sincerely, 
 

 
 Erich Schmidtke, Municipal Boundary Review  cc: petitioner 
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