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Schmidtke, Erich J - DOA

From: Terry Hruby <thruby64@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, September 27, 2021 12:57 PM
To: Schmidtke, Erich J - DOA
Subject: annexation questionaire

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization.  
Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

 

Hello Erich, Thank you for providing me the information to be able to comment on this Proposed Annexation.  If there's 
something that's not clear let me know and I'll try and explain better.  
 
 To give you the background as I discussed on the phone Ariens is a large employer in Brillion.  Last year Ariens put up a 
banquet center using Town of Rantoul (to get liquor license) after Town of Brillion said no; there have been issues since- 
for example last Monday night (after city council meeting on this topic) when we got home,  myself and others called 
police and sheriff due to a concert going on because they had an event-- this is 9PM Monday--my neighbors directly 
across from it have 2 children under 5; next neighbors have 5 small children, horse boarding facility nearby, etc. --very 
loud noise, traffic, busses on road, lights, a big tent also put up. 
 
There have been rumors for awhile about what was being planned. In early August I came home and the empty lot next to 
me owned by Ariens had the old road all plowed up with excavating equipment present.  By the next day the area was 
raised, widened, filled with gravel and compacted.  Further work was done on the property, by the end of the week 
Calumet County Planning came out and shut down all work as there were no permits and no explanation given as to what 
was being done. An after the fact permit was also required by the DNR.  I live in Town of Brillion, I have sent along the 
map submitted with the annexation permit showing my house as well as proposed shooting range; along with a diagram 
representing what would be done and again location of houses (this map submitted to City of Brillion) 
 
 A few weeks ago there was a meeting with Ariens representatives, Town of Brillion and Calumet County Planning and 
Zoning people.. A preliminary plan similar to what I included was brought by Ariens and it was decided by the Calumet 
County people that nothing could be done until there were diagrams with placement of structures, business plan, # visitors 
expected, and a 5-10 year plan.  After that Ariens approached Town of Rantoul about trying to rezone some exclusive ag 
land which was supported by one 80 year old board member that Ariens had befriended but also was voted down by the 
other two board members because they said things had to be done legally--meetings, planning commission, etc.  The next 
day after this meeting  Ariens approached City of Brillion regarding annexation of the discussed land to try and bypass the 
town issues--as I was told off the record by someone they think they can strong arm the city because they are a large 
employer here.  
 
There was a meeting last Monday by City of Brillion city council  (Sept. 20) night to start discussing this petition and there 
will be more because of people's concern. One of the things I learned is that Town of Brillion follows Calumet County 
Ordinances which has guidelines of shooting ranges not within 1/2 mile of a residence. City of Brillion it can be by the 
discretion of the police chief.  All of the houses out here are within 1/2 mile-- I can see the area out of my windows. Snow 
making equipment for a biathalon range is also being planned-- apparently supposed to run 24 hours a day 7 days a week 
for several weeks at a time to make the snow required-- the noise from this compared to 14 zero turn lawnmowers running 
constantly. 
 
It is obvious to me that the land proposed for annexation is not to make cleaner boundaries or improve things as far as 
who is in charge of road maintainance etc. There is already major concern by residents that the City of Brillion should not 
be responsible for the cost of providing  sewer and water out to this area if and when requested.   As you can see the 
residences in the area were not included in the annexation, they were all omitted, from what I understand if included they 
could object.  
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If there is anything else I should do to clarify things please let me know. Thank you, Terry Hruby, N7347 Round Lake 
Road. Brillion phone # 920-905-2096 
 
I am forwarding you the maps of the area we are discussing- they will come through from Veterinary Associates 
website.  Please let me know that you got everything.  Also another question- in the back of my mind I thought I read 
somewhere the City has 60 days from receiving the petition to make a decision- is that right; and what happens if not 
done in that time frame, Thanks, Terry  











                          City of Brillion 

Peter A. Wills 

City Administrator 

201 Main Street 

Brillion, WI  54110 

          

Phone: (920) 756-2250 E-mail: Admin@ci.brillion.wi.us Fax: (920) 756-2351                          

 

  
WI Dept of Administration 

Municipal Boundary Review 

PO Box 1645 

Madison, WI 53701 

 

Petitioner: Round Lake Farms LLC/Ariens Company 

City of Brillion Response 

RE: Round Lake Farms LLC/Ariens Company Annexation Review Questionnaire Additional Information 

 

Questions #6. If territory is undeveloped, what is the anticipated use?  

Comments: The territory’s anticipated use is expanding commercial use for event destination at Round 

Lake Farm event venue in the Town of Rantoul parcels. In the Town of Brillion, the planned 

development of a biathlon course for recreation including trails.  

 Additional background:  Attached is Ariens Trail at Round Lake Farms Presentation. 

Question #7. Has preliminary plat or final plat been submitted to Plan Commission. This is not a 

subdivision development. Not applicable. 

Question #8. What is the nature of land use adjacent to this territory in the City or Village?  

Recently approved Maple Ridge Subdivision development is adjacent as well as agricultural land. The 

Maple Ridge Subdivision Phase I, has just received approval through Department of Administration that 

as part of the development extend Water, Sewer and Storm Sewer to support 48 new single family 

residential homes and duplex properties. 

Question #9.   What are the basic service needs that precipitated the request for annexation?   

Additional information on the basic services sought, that has precipitated request for annexation.   

Zoning:  Multi-Jurisdictional Zoning-The six territories requested to be annexed are three are in the 

Towns of Rantoul and three are in the Towns of Brillion.  Zoning under Town of Rantoul for a portion of 

the parcels, varies from Town of Brillion Zoning that is under Calumet County Zoning. The 

multijurisdictional zoning makes development and operations difficult to operate one Entity under 

zoning variable of zoning, addressing permissible uses in two separate township jurisdictions impedes 

development. The request to annex into the City of Brillion, brining all parcels under one consistent 

Zoning requirements and known permissible uses will support additional development on the parcels 

requested to be annexed.    Attached is a map of the zoning of the parcels requested to be annexed. 

mailto:Admin@ci.brillion.wi.us


 

  

 
 

 

Question#10. Is the City/Village or Town capable of providing needed utility services? 

 

Additional Information: The City of Brillion can extend Sanitary Sewers and Water Supply 

through the adjacent city of Brillion parcels as part of Kempen Excavating LLC owned Maple 

Ridge Subdivision development. Map of adjacent parcels attached. The Maple Ridge 

Subdivision Phase I has been approved and it working on timeline to get started in 2021 and 

continue into 2022.  

 

Anticipated Costs: Attached is the McMahon has developed an anticipated cost of extending City 

Sanitary Sewer and Water to the proposed annexed territories through the Maple Ridge Subdivision in 

the Phase II of Development and then into Ariens/ Round Lake Farms, LLC owned parcels. The 

petitioner would be responsible for costs of extending Sewer and Water across the Ariens Co/Round 

Lake Farms parcels and Kempen Excavating, LLC Phase II portion of the extension of the Water and 

Sewer infrastructure.    

 

Question #11.  

 

A. Is this consistent with your comprehensive plan?  

Attached are the Following Maps form the 2009 Joint Comprehensive Plan of the City of 

Brillion and Town Brillion.  The 2009 Map expect that the City of Brillion will expand by 2030 

or 2050 into the Town of Brillion in adjacent parcels of the Round Lake Farms property and up 

to a  Town of Rantoul territory line that are consistent with this annexation. Attached are Maps 

from the 2009 Joint Comprehensive Plan City of Brillion and Town of Brillion. 

 

Attachments 

   Exhibit 1 Comprehensive Plan 20 Year Sewer Service Area Maps-  

This Map From the 2009 Joint Comprehensive plan City of Brillion and Town of Brillion, 20 

Year Plan 2009-2029 denotes Sewer Service extending into Town of Brillion and Town of 

Rantoul in parcels parallel to the requested annexed parcels. These maps and plans were 

developed in cooperation with the Town of Brillion for Comprehensive plan and Town of 



Rantoul and 12 communities for Sewer Service area in 2009, anticipating City services into the 

Towns, to serve a growing City of Brillion by 2029.    

 

Exhibit 2 Page 33, Designated Management Area, Brillion Sewer Service Area Plan 

Chapter 3, developed by East Central Regional Planning.  

& 

Exhibit 5, page 35, Designated Management Area, within the 2030 Brillion Sewer Service 

Area Plan Chapter 3, developed by East Central Regional Planning 

 

The Designated Management on page 33 & 35, in Chapter 3  Describes through Exhibit 5  Map 

within the 2030 Brillion Sewer Service Area Plan that within the planning area in on the Map 

in Exhibit 5, the City of Brillion is the Designated Management Agency (DMA) in covering the 

four governmental entities of   

 

*City of Brillion 

Town of Brillion 

Town of Rantoul 

Calumet County 

 

The City of Brillion is the sole collector and treatment of solid waste water in the 2030 Brillion 

Sewer Service Area. The territories requesting to be annexed into the City of Brillion fall within 

and border the 2030 Brillion Sewer Service area. The territories seeking annexation are 

consistent with the long term planning and servicing of the City of Brillion infrastructure and 

anticipated future city limits.  

 

Exhibit 8, page 51, 5  Map within the 2030 Brillion Sewer Service Area Plan, anticipate the 

City of Brillion Sewer Service area  

 

Exhibit 7, Page Page 47 Map within the 2030 Brillion Sewer Service Area Plan, shows the 

priority Growth areas of the City by 2030. The annexed territory are adjacent to the planned.  

 

Additionally in the 2009 Comprehensive Plan the East Central Regional Planning Commission 

development of the City of Brillion Sewage Service Area Designated Management Areas 2030-

2050 are referenced.  The City of Brillion Sewage Service Area Designated Management Area 

envisioned sewage being extended into adjacent territories to Round Lake Farms in the Town of 

Brillion in 2030-2050. Attached the are following City of Brillion Sewage Service Area Maps 

from the 2030-2050 approved plan.  

 

 

B. How is the Territory now zoned?  

 

Current 

 

Parcel#         Township        Zoning Description 

 

2097   Town of Brillion Heartland Zoning Calumet County  

2098  Town of Brillion Heartland Zoning Calumet County 

21913  Town of Brillion Heartland Zoning Calumet County    

 

 9781  Town of Rantoul Exclusive Agriculture 



 9772  Town of Rantoul General Agriculture 

 9784  Town of Rantoul Exclusive Agriculture 

 

C. How will the land be Zoned and used if annexed?  

 

If Annexed 

 

Parcel#         Township        Zoning Description Used 

 

2097   City of Brillion Commercial  

2098  City of Brillion Commercial  

21913  City of Brillion Commercial   

 

 9781  City of Brillion  Commercial 

 9772  City of Brillion  Commercial 

 9784  City of Brillion  Commercial 

 

 

 

Question#12. Elections. No electors are registered in the requested annexed territories. The 

Existing Wards would have territory added, no electors would impact the Ward distribution.  

 

Question #13. Other relevant information and comments bearing public interest in the 

annexation:  

 

 

The City of Brillion plans to work with Town of Brillion to update existing cooperative road 

maintenance agreement that is negotiated annually to address road maintenance of  Round Lake 

Road that is the primary access point from the City of Brillion to the annexed territories.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Peter A. Wills 

City Administrator 

admin@ci.brillion.wi.us 

920-756-2250 

 

mailto:admin@ci.brillion.wi.us
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http://doa.wi.gov/municipalboundaryreview/ 

PETITION #   
 

REAL PROPERTY LISTERS ANNEXATION REVIEW  

      
1.  Territory to be annexed: | From Town of: | To City/Village of: 
Sec 36 T. Brillion 
Sec 1 T. Rantoul | Brillion & Rantoul |  City of Brillion 
      
2.  Checklist:  (Y) Yes; (N) No; (NA) Not applicable; (NC) Not checked 
  

Location and Position 
 

__Y__ (1)  Location description by government lot, recorded private claim, ¼ - ¼ section, section, township, range and county 

 

__Y__ (2) Contiguous with existing village/city boundaries 

 

__N__ (3)  Creates an island area in Township (completely surrounded by city) 

 

__N__ (4)  Creates an island area in City (completely surrounded by town) 

 

Petition and Map Information 
 

__Y__ (1)  Identify owner(s) of annexed land 

 

__Y__ (2)  Identify parcel ID numbers included in annexation. 

 

_NA__ (3)  Identify parcel ID numbers being split by annexation 

 

__Y__ (4)  North arrow 

 

__Y__ (5)  Graphic Scale 

 

__Y__ (6)  Streets and Highways shown and identified 

 

__Y__ (7)  Legend 

. 

__Y__ (8)  Total area/acreage of annexation 

      
3.  Other relevant information and comments: 
 
121.32 total acres in the Town of Rantoul 
65.74 total acres in the Town of Brillion 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 Prepared by: __Marissa Heimerl__________ Please RETURN PROMPTLY to: 
 Title: __Real Property Lister ______   Municipal Boundary Review 

 Phone:           __(920)849-1457____________         PO Box 1645 

Date:          ___09/22/2021______________           Madison WI 53701 

(608) 264-6102    FAX (608) 264-6104 

wimunicipalboundaryreview@wi.gov  

 

http://doa.wi.gov/municipalboundaryreview/
mailto:wimunicipalboundaryreview@wi.gov






Surface Water Data Viewer Map

DISCLAIMER: The information shown on these maps has been obtained from various 
sources, and are of varying age, reliability and resolution. These maps are not intended to be 
used for navigation, nor are these maps an authoritative source of information about legal land 
ownership or public access. No warranty, expressed or implied, is made regarding accuracy, 
applicability for a particular use, completeness, or legality of the information depicted on this 
map. For more information, see the DNR Legal Notices web page: http://dnr.wi.gov/legal/15,840
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Schmidtke, Erich J - DOA

From: Jill Micke <jillmicke@hotmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, October 10, 2021 7:47 AM
To: WI Municipal Boundary Review
Subject: Regarding Ariens/Round Lake Farms/Grass Lake annexation request, Town of Brillion, Town of 

Rantoul to City of Brillion

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization.  
Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 

 
 
Good afternoon,  
  
I was wondering if you could tell me if the public can give any input the Department of Administration Review for an 
Annexation request.   We have a strange request in our neighborhood.   A landowner of acreage including multiple 
“exclusive ag” parcels to annexed into a city.   To achieve this, they actually purchased some swampy land in a town 
between the properties to meet the contiguous parcels requirement.  
  
The purpose is clearly stated as not looking for city sewer and water at this time, but because they don’t want to deal 
with the two different towns zoning jurisdictions.      
  
The property they are asking to annex is NOT homogeneous to the city it is being requested to be annexed to and is not 
logically something that would typically be annexed to the city.    However, the owner (Ariens Company –some held as 
Round Lake Farms LLC, fully owned by Ariens Company) is the largest employer and presumably largest taxpayer in the 
City of Brillion and knows the City will ‘have to’ let them do whatever they want with this land.  Since the city didn’t have 
the land previously and it’s past their boundaries, they will be less likely to care about the potential noise, traffic, and 
effect on private wells in the area.     
  
As exclusive agriculture land, I would think the towns would groan a bit if a farm was asking to put in a high powered 
well for farming purpose, but this is exclusively agriculture land ,so we’d understand and be happy to have a farm as a 
neighbor.  ).  
  
However, it does not make sense to allow a man to take existing ‘farmed’ land to make a rich man’s personal playground 
(my understanding is he is planning to build and Olympic Training Center for biathalons (cross country ski/shooting 
hybrid).  Shooting is not currently allowed on private land in the city, but he has asked it to be allowed here in his 
proposal to the City.   It is allowed on private land in the townships this property is currently in… hence, leaving this 
town land would make more sense.    The US has never medaled in this sport, but Germany is the leader in this 
sport.  Ariens Company just purchased a large German company so maybe they’re trying to impress leaders of that 
company?    
  
They indicate the noise decibels of the 55‐60 machines to create snow starting in November each year will only be at 75‐
ish decibels each at 150‐300 feet distance from a machine.  However, I see this measurement is at an estimated 100 
gallons per minute form a high‐powered well.   Yet, in another part of their presentation, they indicated testing the well 
at 150 gallons per minute.    They did NOT indicate how high the decibels will be at that level.    There are private wells in 
this area and several seepage lakes.   This year, the  lakes are down almost a foot from the previous lowest point in the 
15 years I’ve lived in the area.      There are DNR studies noting that high‐capacity wells can reduce lake levels.   Trying to 
produce snow in Brillion, Wisconsin in November (that’s only 3 ½ weeks from now and it’s over 70 degrees) is going to 
require nonstop pumping of water and running of snow making machines even if the temperature doesn’t stay this 
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warm.    His studies on how much it will affect the water table are based on very historic years.    I would have 
recommended two studies, one based on long‐term number, one based on say the past 3 years.     
  
In addition, my family and neighbors are concerned about the effect on our own wells if huge amounts of water are 
taken out of our aquifer.  Besides loss of pressure, possibly having to dig new wells deeper, there is also greater risk for 
contamination if our existing wells are pulling off the surface of the water source.    With a baby and other children in 
the home, it doesn’t feel like a rich man’s show place/playground should trump the well‐being of the lakes, the local 
environment and wildlife, and the health and well‐being of the families already living in this rural area.  
  
Should farm land in Wisconsin that has been deemed exclusively ag for the purpose of maintaining land to produce food 
really be allowed to be take out of this zoning to appease the wealthy owner of a manufacturing company?    It might 
even be different if he was planning to use the land to expand his business, or develop housing to bring more employees 
to town for his business.   But this is NOT a homogeneous use/purpose of the land for it’s current use in the town, NOR 
anything the city would want.  This City  (Brillion) is in financial trouble and are being promised the world by Ariens to 
get what they want.     
  
In order to qualify for EPA funding to clean up the old Iron Works site purchased by Ariens Company (per every 
newspaper article and announcement by Ariens), Ariens paid, but put the contaminated land in the city’s name to 
qualify for an EPA grant for clean up.   But the City has already returned some noncontaminated land to Ariens (under 
the Brillion Works LLC) at his demand.   After the clean up is complete, I assume the demand will be to also return that 
land as the city would never have the money to develop it anyway.    The EPA and their contracted company actually saw 
enough concerns in the ownership that they are review the ownership history and documentation to confirm this is 
really a city‐owned property (not privately owned).  Unfortunately, I'm sure they will find a way to 'show' it is city‐owned 
as the same company contracted to check this is the company that will be getting a presumably multi‐million dollar 
contract for the clean up itself.   
  
Ariens (Brillion Works, Round Lake Farms, Grass Lake LLC) have the City over a barrel.  This annexation request wasn’t 
something the city asked for, or pursued, Ariens requested it of the city.     It is illogical and solely for the purpose of 
avoiding zoning restrictions over land use.    
  
I was the acting Town Clerk for the Town of Rantoul when Dan Ariens project manager brought their plans and request 
for a conditional use permit.  The information he told me was much more forthcoming than the blatant lies told By Dan 
Ariens at the public meeting.  Upon direct questioning he indicating it would be rarely used for corporate events (like 
when they entertain the board currently at Lambeau in Green Bay)and that he  only needed liquor license for those 
events.   He suggested it would be like Paul Gehls property in Hilbert that is a personal playground.   While still under 
construction he hired an event planner and actively advertised locally, on the radio, etc. for class reunions, weddings, 
etc.     It was clearly the plan all along based on what the project manager told only me, but to the board Dan Ariens 
denied those things and the project manager kept his mouth shut.  
  
Much of the public that was at the meeting either expressed their desire NOT to allow the conditional use permit… 
others didn’t say anything.   No one attending the meeting said they were for it when asked.   But it appears the elderly 
zoning administrator was woo’d by Dan’s words and the project proceeded.       I stepped down as the Town Clerk 
around this time due to a pending surgery and a new child joining the family soon.   However, my husband has been in 
contact with the board and they acknowledge they were lied to.   I ‘ve heard from county planning and zoning that the 
felt Ariens overstepped in several way and went against shoreland requirements.   I think the county pushed back and 
this is another reason why Ariens is circumventing the Towns (The Town of Brillion has Calumet County approve it’s 
zoning)… because he was being asked to follow established rules.  The City does it’s own zoning so he feels he will have 
more free‐reign despite that his model for what he wants to do with this land does not make sense to be part of a city.     
  
The contiguous property that now connects this property to the City limits is not connected by any current road and 
likely can never connect that way due to marsh land and existing farm land between the properties (unless Ariens finds a 
way to again circumvent DNR rules and is allowed to build through this marsh).     The closest city address to where 
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these parcels join the city is  331 Ridgeway Dr, Brillion… that’s a 2.9 mile, 7 minute  drive by road to the Round lake 
Farms event center address at N7287 Round Lake Rd despite that these are ‘contiguous’ by the map… the city will not be 
able to gently run into these properties… there will be rural marsh land in between letting Ariens/Round Lake Farms 
‘look rural’ while being able to make their own rules with the city (like pushing to be annexed).    That 2.9 mile drive is 
currently the only way to get from the City to ‘Round Lake Farms.’   The middle land recently purchased by Ariens under 
the name Grass lake LLC  (see parcel 9782 purchased 12/2020) presumably purchased  in order to try to annex the 
Round Lake Farms land in the Town of Rantoul to the City of Brillion despite that they do not share any boundaries (the 
Town of Brillion is in between).    
 
This currently agricultural land matches with it's neighboring areas.  It is quiet and farm‐related.   The area consists of 
rural homes, farmsteads, horses, cattle, goats, etc.   Taking this large rural property, annexing it to a city (for no 
purpose... this is not for the city's expansion, not for housing, not for sewer and water) does not make any sense.   Is the 
purpose to be able to call that land part of the city and the start a separate development further out into the town to 
put housing later.    Would forcing the city to travel extra miles to bring and maintain sewer and water to those areas 
through this farmland/now playground be logical for a financially struggling city? 
  
The whole annexation request is irregular (it is not a subdivision, housing, and it’s not like anything the city currently has 
despite that annexation are supposed to be homogeneous).   It was NOT at the city’s request.  It was pushed upon the 
City who is going to have a hard time saying no to Dan Ariens.   Maybe a reasonable ‘no’ recommendation by the 
Department of Administration will give them the strength to not have this pushed on them and will allow these three 
communities (City of Brllion, Town of Brillion and Town of Rantoul) to continue to govern and provide for their 
communities in a way that it logical for the type of land and area each is. 
 
I am sorry for the long‐windedness and for I'm sure many typos and errors.  I need to get a family ready for church (that 
is more the quiet lifestyle of the area Dan Ariens intends to bring thousands of visitors to for their entertainment).   I just 
heard yesterday that this has progressed to the point where this may have already been sent to the department of 
Administration and I know you are on a short time line, so I'm going to send this information as is.  If you have any 
questions, please contact me.   Some of the information I have is from having been the Town Clerk at the time of Ariens 
request.  Other information is from public information I see through my work for the County Treasurer and Register of 
Deeds offices in Calumet County.   I just wanted to share that to help your office see this isn't just opinion or something I 
may have misheard someone tell someone else.    
 
Could someone please confirm this message was received and will get to the Department of Administration.   This 
'contact us' information was all I could find on the webpage.  Also, if this message is read on Monday, please let me 
know if it's not too late to submit a Wisconsin municipal boundary review.   I plan to attend a Town meeting tomorrow 
night and could update them if they aren't already aware of this process.  
 
Thank you for your time! 
 
Jill (and Brian) Micke 
920‐422‐1865 
N7115 Long Lake Rd 
Brillion, WI 54110 
 
 
************************************** 
For my information for further communication.... 
 

Contact Us 
Email 
wimunicipalboundaryreview@wi.gov 
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Mailing Address 
PO Box 1645, Madison WI 53701 

Shipping Address 
101 E Wilson St FL 9 
Madison WI 53703 
 

Phone 
608-264-6102 

*************************** 
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Municipal Boundary Review 
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 October 11, 2021  PETITION FILE NO. 14445 

         

 PATRICIA SCHREIBER, CLERK 

CITY OF BRILLION 

201 N. MAIN STREET 

BRILLION, WI 54110-1199 

KAREN JANNETTE, CLERK 

TOWN OF BRILLION 

PO BOX 216 

FOREST JCT, WI 54123-0216 

ASHLEY MINK, CLERK 

TOWN OF RANTOUL 

PO BOX 44 

POTTER, WI 54160-0044 

         

 Subject: ROUND LAKE FARMS LLC/ARIENS COMPANY ANNEXATION 

 

The proposed annexation submitted to our office on September 21, 2021, has been reviewed and found to be in the 

public interest. In determining whether an annexation is in the public interest, s. 66.0217 (6), Wis. Stats. requires the 

Department to examine "[t]he shape of the proposed annexation and the homogeneity of the territory with the 

annexing village or city…." so as, to ensure the resulting boundaries are rational and compact. The statute also 

requires the Department to consider whether the annexing city or village can provide needed municipal services to 

the territory. The subject petition is for territory that is reasonably shaped and contiguous to the City of Brillion 

which is able to provide the municipal services desired by Petitioners. 

 

Petitioners intend to develop a trail network to be used for nordic skiing, biathlon, snowshoeing, trail running, the 

annual Ariens 5K Turkey Trot race, mountain biking, hiking, youth training programs, high school, college, and 

professional training programs and competitions.    

 

Petitioners desire annexation to receive City sewer and water services and to consolidate their property under a 

single jurisdiction for zoning purposes.  Currently Petitioners’ property is split across three different zoning 

classifications from the Town of Brillion, Town of Rantoul, and Calumet County, which makes coordinating and 

developing this project difficult.  

 

The City of Brillion indicates that annexation of this territory is consistent with the City’s comprehensive plan to 

expand services into this area by 2030 and is within the 2030 sewer services area.  To address additional traffic 

generated by the trail network, the City indicates that it will work with Town of Brillion to update the communities’ 

existing cooperative road maintenance agreement for Round Lake Road which is negotiated annually. 

 

While some neighboring residents oppose Petitioners’ project and have expressed concern regarding groundwater 

levels and that a biathlon course is not a compatible land use within a residential area, those concerns are outside the 

Department’s annexation review.   

 

The Department reminds clerks of annexing municipalities of the requirements of s. 66.0217 (9)(a), Wis. Stats., 

which states: 

 

"The clerk of a city or village which has annexed shall file immediately with the secretary of administration a 

certified copy of the ordinance, certificate and plat, and shall send one copy to each company that provides any 

utility service in the area that is annexed. The clerk shall record the ordinance with the register of deeds and file a 

signed copy of the ordinance with the clerk of any affected school district..." 

 

State and federal aids based on population and equalized value may be significantly affected through failure to file 

with the Department of Administration. Please file a copy of your annexing ordinance, including a statement 

 



certifying the population of the annexed territory. Please include your MBR number 14445 with your ordinance. 

Ordinance filing checklist available at http://mds.wi.gov/, click on "Help on How to Submit Municipal Records". 

Email scanned copy of required materials (color scan maps with color) to mds@wi.gov or mail to: Wisconsin 

Department of Administration, Municipal Boundary Review, PO Box 1645, Madison WI 53701-1645. 

 

The petition file is available for viewing at: http://mds.wi.gov/View/Petition?ID=2519 

Please call me at (608) 264-6102, should you have any questions concerning this annexation review. 

         

 Sincerely, 

 

 

 Erich Schmidtke, Municipal Boundary Review  cc: petitioner 
 

 

http://mds.wi.gov/
mailto:mds@wi.gov
http://mds.wi.gov/View/Petition?ID=2519
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