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RADIUS: 1,488.06'
ARC: 164.47'
CH. BRG: N13°47'43"E
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PROPOSED ANNEXATION
TO THE VILLAGE OF DICKEYVILLE

LOCTED IN THE NORTHEAST QUARTER (NE1/4) OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER (SE1/4), THE NORTHWEST
QUARTER (NW1/4) OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER (SE1/4), AND THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER (SW1/4) OF THE
SOUTHEAST QUARTER (SE1/4) OF SECTION TWENTY-SEVEN (27), IN THE NORTHEAST QUARTER (NE1/4) OF
THE NORTHWEST QUARTER (NW1/4), THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER (SE1/4) OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER
(NW1/4), THE NORTHWEST QUARTER (NW1/4) OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER (NE1/4), THE NORTHEAST
QUARTER (NE1/4) OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER (NE1/4), THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER (SE1/4) OF THE

NORTHEAST QUARTER (NE1/4), THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER (SW1/4) OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER (NE1/4),
AND THE NORTHWEST QUARTER (NW1/4) OF THE  SOUTHEAST QUARTER (SE1/4) OF SECTION

THIRTY-FOUR (34), AND IN THE NORTHWEST QUARTER (NW1/4) OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER (NW1/4) OF
SECTION THIRTY-FIVE (35), TOWN TWO NORTH (T2N), RANGE TWO WEST (R2W) OF THE FOURTH PRINCIPAL

MERIDIAN, TOWN OF PARIS, GRANT COUNTY, WISCONSIN
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VILLAGE OF DICKEYVILLE

VILLAGE OF DICKEYVILLE CORPORATE LIMITS
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Rick Manthe
222 West Washington Avenue, Suite 900
P.O. Box 1784
Madison, WI  53701-1784
RManthe@staffordlaw.com
608.259.2684

May 30, 2023
VIA EMAIL

Erich.Schmidtke@wisconsin.gov
Erich Schmidtke
Municipal Boundary Review
Department of Administration

Re:  Town of Paris’ Comments Opposing BARD Materials Annexation
Department of Administration File No. 14595

I serve as counsel to the Town of Paris in Grant County. I am writing on behalf of the Town in
response to the Department of Administration’s (“DOA”) request for comments regarding a
proposed annexation in the Village of Dickeyville (DOA File No. 14595).

The above referenced annexation petition is not in the public interest because it is an unlawful
shape, and does not require services provided by the Village of Dickeyville. The DOA should
find that the petition is not consistent with the public interest.

The DOA is charged with evaluating whether the proposed annexation is in the public interest.
Wis. Stat. § 66.0217(6)(a). The term “public interest” includes an evaluation of the “shape of
the proposed annexation and the homogeneity of the territory with the annexing village or city.”
Wis. Stat. § 66.0217(6)(c)2.

Wisconsin courts have long prohibited annexations using a shoestring narrow corridor or
balloon on a stick shape. Town of Mt. Pleasant, Racine Cnty. v. City of Racine, Racine Cnty.,
24 Wis. 2d 41, 127 N.W.2d 757 (1964). Indeed, in Mt. Pleasant, the Wisconsin Supreme Court
struck down an annexation because it included a long corridor with widths of 306 feet to 152
feet and 1,705 feet in length. 24 Wis. 2d at 43.

This proposed annexation is akin to the illegal Mt. Pleasant annexation. The petitioners use a
long stretch of highway approximately 2,700 in length as the “stick” to reach the otherwise non-
contiguous territory owned by the petitioners. The right-of-way “stick” is approximately 300
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feet in width for most of its length. The corridor then balloons into a large swath of territory.
As in Mt. Pleasant, such a narrow corridor that leads to a large “balloon” is an exceptional
shape against the public interest.

The other consideration of “public interest” includes an evaluation of “[w]hether the
governmental services, including zoning, to be supplied to the territory could clearly be better
supplied by the town.” Wis. Stat. § 66.0217(6)(c)1. Again, this part of the “public interest”
favors the territory remaining in the Town.

A large portion of the territory includes property owned by Kowalski-Kieler, Inc. That property
is fully developed. It already successfully operates without need of sewer and water utilities.
Similarly, there is no need for Village zoning services because the fully developed property has
a zoning permit that has been in effect since 2003. See http://www.grantcountylandrecords.
com/GCSWebPortal/Search.aspx?parcelnumber=046010040000. Further, the Town and
Village operate a joint fire and rescue department, meaning the Town would offer the same
exact fire and rescue service as the Village.

This annexation is not in the public interest in any sense of the term. It is an unlawful shape,
and the territory has no need for Village services. Therefore the DOA should find the annexation
against the public interest.

Sincerely,

STAFFORD ROSENBAUM LLP

Rick Manthe
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