




LOT 7, 8, 15, & 16, BLOCK 2-B, OF THE CORRECTED PLAT OF OCONOMOWOC 

HEIGHTS, SECTION A, A SUBDIVISION BEING PART OF THE NE 1/4 OF THE NE 1/4 

OF SECTION 33, TOWNSHIP 8 NORTH, RANGE 17 EAST, OF THE 4TH P.M., TOWN OF OCONOMOWOC,  

WAUKESHA COUNTY, WISCONSIN. 
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If  the surveyor's signature is not red in color,
the plan is a copy that should be assumed to
contain unauthorized alterations.
The certification contained on this document
shall not apply to any copies.

David J. Earl, P.L.S.
Wisconsin Professional Land Surveyor S-3257

State of Wisconsin
County of Rock

I hereby certify that I have supervised the survey of  the property described above and to the best
my knowledge and belief, the plat drawn hereon complies with Chapter A-E 7 of  the State of
Wisconsin Administrative Code, Minimum Standards for Property Surveys and correctly
represents said survey and its location.
Given under my hand and seal at Beloit, Wisconsin this
Last day of field work November 26th, 2024

2nd day of December, 2024

· SURVEYED PROPERTY SUBJECT
TO ANY AND ALL EASEMENTS
AND AGREEMENTS RECORDED
AND UNRECORDED.
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 January 7, 2025  PETITION FILE NO. 14726 
         
 GINA KOZLIK, CLERK 

CITY OF OCONOMOWOC 
PO BOX 27 
OCONOMOWOC, WI 53066-0027 

 LORI OPITZ, CLERK 
TOWN OF OCONOMOWOC 
W359 N6812 BROWN ST 
OCONOMOWOC, WI 53066-1108 

         
 Subject: SAMSON ANNEXATION 

 
The proposed annexation submitted to our office on December 18, 2024, has been reviewed and as currently 
configured is found to be against the public interest due to lack of contiguity. 
 
In determining whether an annexation is in the public interest,  § 66.0217 (6), Wis. Stats. requires the Department to 
examine "[t]he shape of the proposed annexation and the homogeneity of the territory with the annexing village or 
city…." so as, to ensure the resulting boundaries are rational and compact. The statute also requires the Department 
to consider whether the annexing city or village can provide needed municipal services to the territory.  
 
The subject petition is for territory that is reasonably shaped and the City of Oconomowoc appears able to provide 
needed municipal services.  However, the territory does not appear to be contiguous with the City because road 
right-of-way from the adjacent Lisbon Road was not included as part of the annexation.  As a result, there is no 
touching, or contiguity, between the proposed annexation territory and the City of Oconomowoc. 
 
Notes: 

 
1) The scale map of the territory to be annexed must clearly show and identify the existing City of 

Oconomowoc municipal boundary in relation to the territory. 
 

2) The Department is aware of an intergovernmental cooperation agreement between the Town of 
Oconomowoc, Town of Oconomowoc Utility District No. 1, and the Village of Lac La Belle that includes 
boundary change provisions permitted under Wis. Stat. § 66.301(6).  At the time this petition was filed with 
the Department, this intergovernmental agreement had not yet impacted the Town’s status as unincorporated 
territory.  While the common law doctrine in this area of the law referred to as the Rule of Prior Precedent 
may at some point sort out these potential boundary conflicts, the Department is required by Wis. Stat. § 
66.0217(6) to review and apply the statutory standards to petitions proposed within populous counties, such 
as Waukesha, and determine if the petition is found to be “in the public interest” or “against the public 
interest” based on the specific definition contained in Wis. Stat. § 66.0217(6)(c). 

 
3) The Town asks the Department to apply the Rule of Reason test to this annexation to determine whether the 

City of Oconomowoc abused its discretion in soliciting this annexation.  However, the Rule of Reason is a 
creation and test applied by Wisconsin Courts over many years of caselaw.  It is not a test found within the 
Department’s statutory review criteria in § 66.0217(6), Wis. Stats.  Therefore, the Department declines to 
apply the Rule of Reason test. 

 
The Department reminds clerks of annexing municipalities of the requirements of s. 66.0217 (9)(a), Wis. Stats., 
which states: 

 



 
"The clerk of a city or village which has annexed shall file immediately with the secretary of administration a 
certified copy of the ordinance, certificate and plat, and shall send one copy to each company that provides any 
utility service in the area that is annexed. The clerk shall record the ordinance with the register of deeds and file a 
signed copy of the ordinance with the clerk of any affected school district..." 
 
State and federal aids based on population and equalized value may be significantly affected through failure to file 
with the Department of Administration. Please file a copy of your annexing ordinance, including a statement 
certifying the population of the annexed territory. Please include your MBR number 14726 with your ordinance. 
Ordinance filing checklist available at http://mds.wi.gov/, click on "Help on How to Submit Municipal Records". 
Email scanned copy of required materials (color scan maps with color) to mds@wi.gov or mail to: Wisconsin 
Department of Administration, Municipal Boundary Review, PO Box 1645, Madison WI 53701-1645. 
 
The petition file is available for viewing at: http://mds.wi.gov/View/Petition?ID=2800 
Please call me at (608) 264-6102, should you have any questions concerning this annexation review. 

         
 Sincerely, 
 

 
 Erich Schmidtke, Municipal Boundary Review  cc: petitioner 
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